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June 6, 2011
For Immediate Release
Contact:
Doug MacIntyre, Thomson Park Chair
dougmac@mindspring.com, 843-860-9173

Allison Lanford, Fort Sumter-Fort Moultrie Historical Trust
Allison@FortSumterTrust.org, 843-224-0331

www.ThomsonPark.org                                                                           www.FortSumterTrust.org
The Fort Sumter-Fort Moultrie Historical Trust is pleased to announce the dedication of Thomson Park at Breach Inlet on Sullivan’s Island, SC.  This new public park will commemorate an important, but nearly forgotten, patriot victory in the Battle of Sullivan’s Island during the American Revolution.
The public is invited to celebrate our American heritage at this family-friendly event on Saturday June 18, 2011.  The dedication ceremony will be held 11:00 - 11:30am at the park site near the bridge to the Isle of Palms.  A reception and exhibits will follow 11:30am - 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall of Sunrise Presbyterian Church (3222 Middle Street, Sullivan's Island). 
Exhibits at Thomson Park will commemorate the American patriots’ successful defense of Sullivan’s Island against a British attack from Long Island (now Isle of Palms) across Breach Inlet.  In June 1776, a band of 780 Americans led by Colonel William "Danger" Thomson defeated a British army of 3,000 attempting to cross Breach Inlet and storm Fort Sullivan.  After ten days of fighting, Thomson's men blocked a British amphibious crossing on June 28.  In a dramatic day-long battle on the same day, Colonel William Moultrie and 435 patriots defeated an attack on the fort by the British navy.  Following these simultaneous victories, the fort was named Fort Moultrie and Charles Town remained free of British control nearly four years.  The momentous American victory on Sullivan's Island is commemorated annually on Carolina Day, June 28.  More information is available on the website, www.thomsonpark.org.

Attendees are asked to dress comfortably, bring portable chairs, and arrive early for the outdoor ceremony.  Free parking will be available at Sunrise Presbyterian Church.  In case of inclement weather, all activities will be conducted in the church Fellowship Hall.
Speakers at the dedication will include: Doug MacIntyre, Chair of Thomson Park and board member of the Fort Sumter-Fort Moultrie Historical Trust; David Reuwer, Esq, Editor of Patriots of the American Revolution; and Carl Smith, Mayor of the Town of Sullivan's Island. 


During the reception, National Park Service rangers from Fort Moultrie and authors, reenactors, and others will display artifacts, sign books, and answer questions about the battle and the American Revolution in South Carolina.  The participants will be available to the media.
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